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ASSEMBLY OF TURKISH AMERICAN ASSOCIATIONS

Dear Turkish American Community Leaders, 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Following a busy year with various activities, and resolutions it is time to rejuvenate and enjoy the summer. However, it is also important to keep in mind that mid-summer is the best time to start arranging and getting ready for another busy year. As Civic Engagement Director and a first generation Turkish American, my job is to expand ATAA’s visibility and strengthen our ties with the Turkish American Community throughout United States. I am very optimistic about what we can accomplish in terms of grassroots level civic engagement. However, considering the vast geography of USA, it is simply not possible for me to achieve our grassroots goals without your support, cooperation and leadership. 
My goal is to have a “TABAN calendar”, where we would schedule all our grassroots and related activities. This type of planning would not only ensure continuity, it would also provide a substantial momentum and boost to ATAA’s activities outside of Washington, D.C. Furthermore, TABAN can help you harvest the local enthusiasm and participation that your organization may need. However, as I indicated previously, in order to achieve this I need your timely support and cooperation. 
This document should give you some information about the type of activities that I envision for the TABAN calendar. The activities are by no means limited with the ones that I list here, please feel free to suggest / design and create new types of activities based on the need(s) of your local community. 
I look forward to completing this calendar by mid-September (at the latest) and visiting your region to connect/re-connect with Turkish American community. I am always available; do not hesitate to call me if you need to discuss any issues or simply want to say hi and update me on your regional activities. Regards, 
Yenal Küçüker
Civic Engagement Director 
Assembly of Turkish American Associations 
yenalkucuker@ataa.org   
REGIONS TO BE CONSIDERED FOR ATAA ACTIVITIES
1. Regions based on House Foreign Affairs Members: Foreign Affairs Committee is the key to ATAA’s grassroots initiatives. Coincidentally, many of the highlighted states below are also home to significant number of Turkish Americans.  
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2. Regions Based on Turkish Caucus Members: Following last year’s mid-term elections, 
Congressional Turkish Caucus lost significant number of members. Caucus membership is a joint effort with TCA – they take the staffers and members of Congress to Turkey, we do the grassroots work in their respected districts to convince the representatives.  Turkish Caucus is a non-binding organization but it is still significant. Priority should be given to those states with no / fewer members. Activities in states with significant number of members should also be considered. 
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States with Representatives on Caucus
	Number of Caucus Members from each State
*AK, HI, AS not to scale

3. Regions Based on Component Association Membership (active): ATAA currently has 27 component association members, who are in good standing and voting members. Due to various reasons, remaining (or former) cultural associations and organizations are not members. States such as AZ, OH, NC, MA, OK, KS, UT, and NV have increasing number of Turkish Americans, yet they do not have any official connection with ATAA. 
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MAIN ATAA GRASSROOTS ACTIVITIES
TABAN*: In each city, ATAA presents a two-hour seminar, sharing general information about ATAA, its strategic and public outreach plans, as well as educating participants on specific skill sets and methodologies for Turkish Americans to be more effective advocates for Turkey and Turkish American issues. The presentation is followed by a Q&A session, where attendees can ask pertinent, timely and engaging questions. Audience may be honored by the presence of Regional Turkish Consul Generals or Honorary Consul Generals. In addition to this presentation, ATAA arranges meetings with local congressional offices, and other relevant organizations with whom Turkish Americans can build constructive relationships. 
Student Outreach Panels*: As part of its student outreach plan, ATAA provides Turkish and Turkish American students an opportunity to exchange ideas and lay the foundations of networking. Besides focusing on the Turkish American organizations and community, these panels also provide information on visa and immigration issues. Such panels are also important for students to familiarize themselves with local Turkish American Associations. Panels usually take two hours and are organized at University campuses in collaboration with local Turkish Student Associations. 
Documentary Screenings: ATAA plays an influential role in strengthening the relationship between the United States and Turkey. One way to strengthen this relationship is through education. Every year, ATAA organizes lectures, documentary screenings and panels regarding critical foreign affairs issues that interest Turkey, its neighbors and United States. Turkish American community is also among the target audience for such educational events. In fact, educating the next generation Turkish Americans and providing new sources to communities on such issues is a prerequisite for a successful grassroots level activism (TABAN). In comparison to other activities, such events – particularly documentary screenings require much less preparation and can always be done in a casual atmosphere. However, involvement of the local organization(s) is a must.   
*(Requires a projector, room for approximately 25-35 + people) 
T.A.B.A.N
TURKISH AMERICAN BROAD ADVOCACY NETWORK

GOALS OF THESE GRASSROOTS ACTIVITIES 
· To establish and support grassroots activities in your local organization

· Encourage Congressional office visits

· Encourage Local/State office visits

· Create an active grassroots network in the community

· Maintain communication with ATAA and other relevant organizations

· Build strong alliances with other ethnic communities

· Invite members of Congress to major community events                                                  (such as the Republic Day Ball)

· Encourage future generations to take advantage of TCA’s and ATAA’s internship and scholarship opportunities

· Other...
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TABAN CALENDAR
Please use the following form to submit event(s) to the TABAN calendar.

Type of Event: _____________________________________________________________
                         (TABAN, STUDENT OUTREACH, DOCUMENTARY SCREENING, other…)

Venue / location: ____________________________________________________________

Confirmed Date & Time: ______________________________________________________

Collaborating Organization(s): __________________________________________________

				  ___________________________________________________

Contact Person(s) and title:  ____________________________________________________

				____________________________________________________

What is needed from ATAA: _____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________
			        
______________________________________________________________________________
Please email this form to: yenalkucuker@ataa.org
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