
PREFACE
Apr�l 23rd Nat�onal Sovere�gnty and Ch�ldren's Day �s the world's f�rst and only ch�ldren's day, g�fted
to ch�ldren by Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, the founder of the Republ�c of Turkey. Th�s spec�al day began
to be celebrated for ch�ldren �n conjunct�on w�th the open�ng of the Grand Nat�onal Assembly of
Turkey �n 1920.

Atatürk placed great �mportance on ch�ldren and youth, show�ng met�culous care for the�r educat�on.
Accord�ng to h�m, ch�ldren are the guarantee of the future, and the�r rece�v�ng a good educat�on �s
cruc�al for the development and progress of the country. The s�gn�f�cance Atatürk attr�buted to
ch�ldren and youth demonstrates that he was not only a statesman but also an educator and v�s�onary
leader.

Apr�l 23rd �s not only a celebrat�on for ch�ldren but also an opportun�ty for all ch�ldren around the
world to l�ve �n peace, love, and brotherhood. Therefore, Apr�l 23rd Nat�onal Sovere�gnty and
Ch�ldren's Day �s celebrated not only �n Turkey but also �n many countr�es as a day for global ch�ldren
to come together �n un�ty.

In the context of th�s s�gn�f�cant day, a pa�nt�ng compet�t�on has been organ�zed across the Un�ted
States by Turk�sh Women's League of Amer�ca (TWLA) New York Atatürk School, ded�cated by the
Founder of the Republ�c of Turkey, the Great Leader Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, to contr�bute to UNESCO
World Art Day. The theme of the compet�t�on, �nsp�red by the v�s�on of the founder of the Republ�c of
Turkey, Mustafa Kemal Atatürk, encapsulated �n the phrase "Peace at Home, Peace �n the World," has
been determ�ned as "World Peace."
World peace �s one of the most cher�shed goals for human�ty, and teach�ng our ch�ldren the
�mportance of peace �s of v�tal s�gn�f�cance to ensure that future generat�ons l�ve �n harmony.         
The artworks of all the ch�ldren who took part �n our pa�nt�ng compet�t�on themed "Peace �n the
World," organ�zed for Apr�l 23rd Nat�onal Sovere�gnty and Ch�ldren's Day and UNESCO World Art Day,
garnered s�gn�f�cant attent�on and were exh�b�ted at the New York Turk�sh House. The compet�t�on
w�ll be held among the students of (TWLA) New York Atatürk School and ch�ldren aged 6-11 l�v�ng
across the Un�ted States. Evaluat�on w�ll be conducted �n two d�fferent categor�es: 6-8 years old and
9-11 years old. The compet�t�on has been organ�zed by (TWLA) New York Atatürk School.

On spec�al occas�ons l�ke Apr�l 23rd Nat�onal Sovere�gnty and Ch�ldren's Day, the "World Peace" themed
pa�nt�ng compet�t�on organ�zed �n collaborat�on between the Assembly of Turk�sh Amer�can
Assoc�at�ons and the Turk�sh Women's League of Amer�ca - New York Atatürk School has prov�ded our
ch�ldren w�th the opportun�ty to understand the concept of peace and express the�r thoughts and
feel�ngs through art. Part�c�pat�ng ch�ldren convey a global message by reflect�ng on the mean�ng of
peace, the beauty of coex�stence, and the �mportance of understand�ng among d�fferent cultures �n
the�r artworks.

The works from the compet�t�ons held �n 2022 and 2023 are �ncluded �n the onl�ne book "Pa�nt�ng
Compet�t�on Book 2022-2023", wh�ch helps ch�ldren learn values such as empathy, tolerance and
cooperat�on and become future peacekeepers.

We extend our grat�tude to Mr. Bedr� BAYKAM, the pres�dent of our compet�t�on jury, as well as to our
other esteemed jury members. We extend our best w�shes for a fru�tful year to all part�c�pat�ng
ch�ldren.
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